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This is the Moment - Progress Report

Michelle Stewart, Head of Research & Commercial
Strategy at Cure Brain Cancer Foundation, reflects on
some of the big brain cancer moments of the last year.

Over the past four years, | have been humbled by the brain cancer
community and moved by the deepening relationships with
supporters. Our mission is clear; we must improve brain cancer
survival from 20 per cent 50 per cent by 2023.

The last 12 months moved us closer towards delivering on this
promise, including funding the biggest research push in Australia’s
history and investing in 25 world-class research projects. We also
helped catalyse global collaborations that built innovative treatment
platforms to benefit patients and families impacted by brain cancer,
both now, and in the future.

The Foundation dared greatly, being amongst the first to fund and
help programs like ZERO Childhood Cancer get off the ground,
enabling Australian kids to receive ground-breaking, personalised
treatments for brain cancer. And, our innovative research approach
was recognised with a string of prestigious awards.

We also finished 2016 in a solid financial position by raising record

PEOPLE LIV NG WITH funds. Revenue grew at a much faster rate than our expenses
BRAIN CANCER ARE increased. The increase in funds will be invested in areas where we

AT THE CENTRE OF can have the greatest impact.

However, we are accountable to supporters and the wider brain
EVERYTHING WE cancer community for delivering on this mission, and | have no
DO AT CURE BRAIN illusion that we still have lots of hard work ahead. This will involve:

—_

CANCER FOUNDATION.

Clear measurement of how we are tracking on our mission

2. Delivery of key research platforms that will be available for
generations of Australians to come.

3. Global and Local Collaborations, which will change the way
research is conducted for rare cancers, such as brain cancer.

In this progress report, | am very honoured to share the many
incredible moments from the last 12 months that helped move us
closer towards meeting our mission. | deeply thank the brain
cancer community, our broader supporters, our Board, and
volunteers, who put people living with brain cancer at the heart
of everything they do.
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3 year transition strategy
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Brain Cancer Discovery
Collaborative in place.

Audit of brain cancer
research and funding
systems.

New strategic
direction, research
strategy and national
operations roll-out.

Year 1
2013/14

Engagement with
stakeholders, influencers
and Government aligned to
new strategy.

P
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Community
mobilisation.

Mergers and
collaborations.

Culture
Strategic Priorities

Operational
Excellence

Establishment of
Scientific Advisory

Momentum, awareness &
fundraising increases.

VN
v
Values . ) .
Clinical trial results drive

science. More Australian
patients on trials. Raise
$10m per annum.

Year 3
2015/16

Advocacy yields
Government support. N

Strategic fundraising
and engagement

rograms.
prog R
v

New research investment
2 x clinical trials

9 research projects funded.

V'S

4

Name change and
national re-brand.

Committee.
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Delivering treatments to patients faster is at the
core of our strategy, which has so far delivered the
following:

1.

Ensured the Australian brain cancer community
has a strong voice on the global stage,
collaborating with the world’s best minds to
support the creation of world-class brain cancer
research systems, such as GBM AGILE, which

Unprecedented levels of advocacy and
awareness through record numbers of people
at our events, such as Walk4BrainCancer, and
achieved record media coverage and
engagement on social media.

Surpassed a significant revenue target set by
our dedicated team in the three-year transition
strategy. This is an ambitious milestone we can

could benefit other cancers. all be proud of.

2. Funded 25 world-class research projects across
four continents, representing the biggest brain

. s To move us closer to a meaningful shift in brain
cancer research push in Australia’s history.

cancer survival rates, we need a strong voice to
drive much needed funding for research, and
thanks to incredible grassroots support, from
people like you, our voice is stronger than ever,
and growing more influential by the day.

3. Gave Australian children with brain cancer
access to clinical trials such as ZERO Childhood
Cancer thanks to our advocacy and strategic
investment.

4. Helped establish a Senate Select Committee
into funding for low survival cancers, giving
Australians affected by brain cancer the chance
to have their voices heard in Parliament and to
call for Government to prioritise and better
fund brain cancer research.

Michelle Stewart, Head of Research & Commercial Strategy,
Cure Brain Cancer Foundation
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To accelerate treatments to patients, Cure We have strengthened global collaborations
Brain Cancer Foundation has influenced the and provided unprecedented levels of
whole system and has backed big, investment into the most promising research
revolutionary research projects built on projects. The research must accelerate
platform technologies, including five treatments from the laboratory to patients to

world-class clinical trials. transform low survival rates.



CH 3.

ENSURED BRAIN
CANCER’S VOICE IS
HEARD

Our government advocacy helped secure
Funding and the creation of a Senate Select
Committee into funding for low survival
cancers, with a focus on brain cancer.

CH 4. EMPOWERED
THE BRAIN CANCER
COMMUNITY TO HAVE
STRENGTH IN
NUMBERS

We helped the brain cancer community unite
and attend events in record numbers to
raise unprecedented levels of advocacy,
awareness and funds for brain cancer.
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EXECUTED A
STRATEGY
DESIGNED
FOR IMPACT
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Five years ago, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation took a

strategic decision to do things

differently - think laterally
and drive more rapid
breakthroughs.

Despite major breakthroughs
in other cancers, brain cancer
has barely seen any advances
in survival for more than 30
years. The statistics are
confronting, with brain cancer
in Australia killing more
children than any other
disease and more people
under 40 than any other
cancer.

To meet our mission to
increase five-year survival
rates from 20 per cent to 50
per cent by 2023, we must
dare greatly, collaborate for
success and deliver on our
promises.

Capital

Lever One

Influencing both the
flow of grants and
capital into the
system to fast
tracking promising
research and de-risk
commercialisation
through portfolios

Strategically funding
promising research
retaining talent in
the field, facilitating
data sharing

By staying true to these
values, and putting people
living with brain cancer
(PLWBC) at the centre of
everything we do, we have
helped start the shift in
mindset to “one global brain
cancer community.”

Many minds, one purpose. It is
a simple premise; no one
person is smarter than all of
us.

In a short time, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation has played
an influential part in bringing
together the world’s best
minds in brain cancer to
change the system. Supported
by our determination to
accelerate treatments to
patients, the Foundation is
influencing the whole system.
We do this by investing in big,

revolutionary research projects
built on platform technologies,

such as GBM AGILE and ZERO
Childhood Cancer, which are
highlighted in this report.

@

Platforms

Lever Three

Facilitating the
establishment of
platforms to fast
track clinical trials

Supporting the
PLWBC community to
better advocate for
change with all the
system stakeholders
and equiping them
with info on the
system change work
of the Foundation

Collaborating with

players to influence
regulation, pricing,

SUPPORTED BY OUR
DETERMINATION TO
ACCELERATE
TREATMENTS TO
PATIENTS, THE
FOUNDATION IS
INFLUENCING THE
WHOLE SYSTEM.

Michelle Stewart, Head of
Research and Commercial
Strrategy at Cure Brain Cancer
Foundation

W Levers for Influencing Change

0’/)

Other Foundations

Lever Five Lever Six
Collaborating to
increase influence
and capital base
and to avoid
duplication

other system

insurance

reimbursements,
access and the cost
of doing nothing




SHAPED FOR
INFLUENCE

In just three years, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation has
significantly grown capacity,
built global influence, and now
provides critical funding for some
of the world’s most promising
brain cancer research projects.

We fund a personalised medicine
model, with an emphasis on
biomarker identification, targeted
treatment, and
immunotherapeutic options. We
also prioritise funding across the
research pipeline to accelerate
treatments to patients. This
requires intervention across the
entire system, including
reframing the role of research as
an enabler.

In 2016, the Foundation was
recognised with three prestigious
accolades, including Charity of the
Year, awarded as recognition for
the way Cure Brain Cancer
Foundation’s strategy is
attempting to achieve meaningful
results for people living with
brain cancer.

WHERE TO
FROM HERE?

In the coming years, our research
strategy will focus on activities
that more rapidly and accurately
identify promising treatments.
We will share our new five-year
research strategy with you in the
coming months. This includes a
goal to leverage Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation’s current and
potential assets to create an end-
to-end solution that addresses
current impediments to patients
receiving effective therapy.

This is the Moment - Progress Report

We will objectively review the
results of our previous
investments through the
independent Scientific Advisory
Committee.

We will significantly grow our
ability to influence the system
more favourably for people
impacted by brain cancer
through more awareness and a
major focus on grassroots
support and government
advocacy, starting with the
ongoing Senate Select
Committee.

Supporters and people living
with brain cancer can be assured
that we are pursuing our mission
diligently, taking calculated,
exponential steps to accelerate
treatments to everyone living
with brain cancer.






DELIVERED
AUSTRALIA'S BIGGEST
EVER BRAIN CANCER
RESEARCH PUSH
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Cure Brain Cancer Foundation
has fuelled a seismic shift in
brain cancer research and
helped revolutionise the
clinical trials process to get
treatments to patients faster.

Five years ago, the Foundation
was funding one Institute. We
now support 25 projects with
200 collaborators, across four
continents including five new,
world-class clinical trials for
both adults and children,
representing the biggest ever
push to make trials available
to Australians with brain
cancer.

We support basic and
translational research because
this is the foundation for
therapeutic discovery to occur.

Our support of the Brain
Cancer Discovery Collaborative
has continued to provide
essential infrastructure and
support to brain cancer labs
around the country and has
grown brain cancer research
expertise in Australia.

This approach enables such
trials to attract additional vital
funding and get off the
ground.

The Foundation’s vision is for
every person diagnosed with
brain cancer in Australia to
have access to new
treatments through world-
class clinical trials, until
effective treatments become
part of routine care.

Here is an overview of the
research moments that have
helped move us closer to
mission over the last 12
months.

—

CURE BRAIN CANCER
FOUNDATION IS
UNIQUE BECAUSE WE
CONSIDER THE ENTIRE
RESEARCH PATHWAY

n Michelle Stewart
Head of Research and

Commercial Strategy, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation

CURE BRAIN CANCER
FOUNDATION IS OFTEN
AN EARLY INVESTOR IN
KEY GLOBAL AND LOCAL
PROJECTS. IDENTIFYING
AND BACKING GAME
CHANGING TRIALS AT
STARTUP PHASE HAS
RESULTED IN
LEVERAGING
ADDITIONAL FUNDING
TO SUPPORT THE
CAUSE.

Michelle Stewart, Head of
Research and Commercial
Strategy at Cure Brain Cancer
Foundation

More info

click here



https://vimeo.com/126469807
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CURE BRAIN CANCER FOUNDATION HAS

HELPED PIONEER A BRAIN CANCER

RESEARCH REVOLUTION AND AUSTRALIANS
WILL BE AMONG THE FIRST TO BENEFIT

The Foundation and Australian experts have been pivotal in
developing GBM AGILE, a revolutionary new research system

designed to cut red tape and deliver treatments to patients faster.

With our help, more than 150
of the world's brightest minds
came together to create GBM
AGILE; the biggest global
collaboration in the history of
brain cancer research, against
glioblastoma (GBM), which is
one of the most common and
severe forms of brain cancer.

The collaboration, led by Dr
Anna Barker at Arizona State
University, has turned research
on its head. Once in full swing,
it will cut red tape, develop
more effective brain cancer
treatments faster, and at
substantial cost savings
compared to the normal
clinical trials process.

“This is the best opportunity
we’ve had to dramatically
improve outcomes for people
with GBM quickly,” said
Michelle Stewart, Head of
Research Strategy at Cure
Brain Cancer Foundation.

“One of the big problems is
that traditional trials leave
patients and researchers in
the dark for long periods of
time about the impact of
potential treatments. GBM
AGILE will change that
through a systematic learning
approach to reveal potentially
lifesaving treatments far
faster than traditional trials.”

GBM AGILE is now being
finessed for global approval
and we are hopeful the Ffirst
Australian patients will be
enrolled in early 2018. An
Investigational New Drug
Application (IND) is due to be

lodged in coming months with

the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration.

Dr Anna Barker announcing GBM AGILE

THIS IS THE BEST
OPPORTUNITY WE'VE
HAD TO DRAMATICALLY
IMPROVE OUTCOMES
FOR PEOPLE WITH GBM

Michelle Stewart

Head of Research and
Commercial Strategy, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation

Watch video
click here



https://vimeo.com/145496246
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KIDS WITH BRAIN CANCER CAN NOW ACCESS
PROMISING TAILORED TREATMENTS

With Cure Brain Cancer Foundation’s support, Children’s Cancer Institute’s ZERO
Childhood Cancer program is getting personalised drugs to young patients.

Australian children are starting
to benefit from one of the
nation’s most exciting ever
childhood cancer research
initiatives - ZERO Childhood
Cancer.

It is a personalised medicine
program for children with the
highest risk of treatment
failure or relapse, including
those with brain cancer.
Although every child and
cancer is unique, current
treatments operate on a ‘one-
size-fits-all’ basis and
chemotherapy is largely
ineffective in many types of
brain cancer.

However, ZERO Childhood
Cancer, managed by Children’s
Cancer Institute Sydney, which
Cure Brain Cancer Foundation
proudly supports, is the
biggest Australian program of

its kind. It aims to find new
treatments for children with
high-grade or refractory
cancer, including brain cancer,
to extend survival but also to
reduce the harm caused by
current treatments.

Approximately 50 per cent of
patients enrolled in this trial
are brain cancer patients.

The program involves the
detailed laboratory analysis of
each child’s unique cancer cells
to help identify the drugs
most likely to kill their specific
cancer. Scientists and doctors
collaborate to identify and
deliver the most effective
treatment plan, specifically
tailored to each child’s
individual disease.

In the first stage a pilot study
was opened to high risk NSW
patients in 2016. Following

successful completion of the
pilot study, a national clinical
trial involving 120 children will
open in 2017. When fully
implemented, it will be offered
to children throughout
Australia.

More info
click here

BRAIN CANCER KILLS
MORE CHILDREN THAN
ANY OTHER DISEASE
AND OUR GOAL IS TO
ENSURE THAT NEW AND
INNOVATIVE
TREATMENTS ARE
AVAILABLE TO CHILDREN
AND ADULTS LIVING
WITH BRAIN CANCER, AS
QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE
Michelle Stewart

Head of Research and Commercial
Strategy, Cure Brain Cancer Foundation


https://www.curebraincancer.org.au/page/166/zero-childhood-cancer

AUSTRALIAN PATIENTS
ENROL IN WORLD’S
FIRST BRAIN CANCER
IMMUNOTHERAPY TRIAL

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation is helping to fund
a pioneering treatment that could target
tumours without invasive surgery.

Australian brain cancer patients have joined a
clinical trial investigating a new treatment,
which, if successful, could target their tumour
without invasive treatment.

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation is helping to fund
this project with the Cancer Research Institute
New York, which sees Australian researchers
joining forces with global counterparts to
evaluate the effectiveness of immunotherapy -
a treatment that uses the body's immune
system - for Glioblastoma (GBM) patients.

The drug, Durvalumab, has shown promising
results in clinical research in other indications. If
successful, this research could pave the way for
less invasive treatments, potentially improving
survival outcomes for GBM patients.

Michelle Stewart said, “Our research strategy is
about getting new treatments to patients as
fast as possible. Brain cancer research must be
borderless and collaborating with our renowned
international partners will ensure Australian
patients have access to a novel therapy through
this study.”

“At this stage, the study involves a small
number of patients. If successful, trials
like this could give brain cancer patients new
treatment options worldwide in the future.”

“ IF SUCCESSFUL, TRIALS

LIKE THIS COULD GIVE
BRAIN CANCER PATIENTS
NEW TREATMENT
OPTIONS WORLDWIDE

Michelle Stewart
Head of Research and Commercial
Strategy, Cure Brain Cancer Foundation
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@) Maria Galante, 52, with husband Aldo and children Jordan and Celeste, is one of the first people in the
world to trial a new drug that aims to rally the body’s immune system to fight the tumour. Picture: Eugene
Hyland

VIC News

Brain cancer drug trial: Inmune-
boosting drug gives new hope

VICTORIANS with recurrent brain cancer are among the first in the
world to trial a new drug that aims to rally the body’s immune
system to fight the tumour.

Glioblastomas are rare but difficult to treat, given their location in the brain,

their spread of “tentacles”, their speed of growth and the advanced stage at
which they are typically discovered

Watch video

click here

Hui Gan, Lead Investigator of the immunotherapy trial


https://vimeo.com/140607513
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AUSTRALIAN PATIENTS
ON CLINICAL TRIAL TO
BOOST EFFECTIVENESS
OF RADIATION AND
CHEMOTHERAPY ON
BRAIN CANCER

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation is helping to fund
the VERTU clinical trial, which gives hope to the
70 per cent of GBM patients who don’t respond
to standard treatment.

More than 40 of 120 Australian brain cancer
patients have joined the VERTU trial to evaluate
a drug called veliparib (a PARP inhibitor), which
may enable standard chemotherapy and
radiotherapy to kill cancer cells in all GBM
patients more effectively, including those who
currently face the worst outcomes. If successful,
the trial will transform brain cancer treatment
and increase survival.

VERTU is a 100 per cent Australian collaboration
of world-class researchers, led by the University
of Sydney’s National Health and Medical Research
Centre (NHMRC) Clinical Trials Centre.

Associate Professor Mustafa Khasraw, who heads
the research team, said, “We know radiation is
effective in treating brain cancer but
unfortunately the cancer comes back in most of
the patients. So, by adding this drug to the
radiation we are hoping to improve the outcome
of patients by increasing the damage to the
tumours."

THIS CHANCE IS INSPIRING AND
GIVES ME HOPE FOR THE FUTURE.
TO THINK THAT | AM INVOLVED
WITH A WORLD-CLASS TEAM OF
SCIENTISTS AND DOCTORS IS
EXCITING AND AN HONOUR

Garry Murphy
the first patient to access VERTU




CURE BRAIN CANCER
FOUNDATION ATTRACTS
BRILLIANT MINDS TO
BRAIN CANCER
RESEARCH

Through thought leadership and research
fellowships, we are strengthening the next
generation of brain cancer researchers.

In 2016, we launched the Brilliant Minds
fellowship research awards, in partnership with
the National Health and Medical Research Council
(NHMRC), to help attract and fund talented,
emerging researchers into brain cancer research.

Unfortunately, applications did not meet our
ideal criteria, so a fresh grant round was
launched in June 2017.

Brilliant Minds, our thought leadership program
also provides researchers with regular, more
technical communications about advances in
medical science and technology, connecting
them online to ignite brain cancer research
conversations and ideas.

In 2017, we will continue to grow the Brilliant
Minds community with thought leaders and
researchers around the world.

This is the Moment - Progress Report

GREAT DISCOVERIES IN BRAIN CANCER
RESEARCH CANNOT BE MADE
WITHOUT BRILLIANT RESEARCHERS.
THE BRILLIANT MINDS CAMPAIGN IS
AIMED AT SUPPORTING, ATTRACTING
AND RETAINING TOP TALENT INTO
BRAIN CANCER RESEARCH TO ENSURE
THAT THEIR WORK RESULTS IN
SURVIVAL GAINS FOR PATIENTS

Michelle Stewart
Head of Research and Commercial
Strategy, Cure Brain Cancer Foundation
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http://www.curebraincancer.org.au/page/150/brilliant-minds
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OTHER WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH PROJECTS
FUNDED BY CURE BRAIN CANCER FOUNDATION

TO DELIVER IMPACT TO PATIENTS

NOVEL TARGETED CHEMOTHERAPEUTIC

AGENTS AGAINST DIPG

Ziegler & Tsioli, Children’s Cancer Institute,

NSW

This study is looking to identify new
treatments for DIPG, one of the deadliest
paediatric brain cancers, by testing the efficacy
of novel combination therapies of anticancer
drugs and clinically available agents which are
identified by robotic screening processes.

TARGETING EPIDERMAL GROWTH FACTOR
RECEPTOR (EGFR) IN HIGH GRADE GLIOMA
Johns, Hudson Institute of Medical Research,

VIC

Using novel patient-derived tumour cell lines,
the team will determine why EGFR-targeted
therapeutics have failed as a treatment for
high-grade glioma and develop strategies for
effectively using EGFR-targeted drugs.

GENOMIC RESEARCH FOR

MEDULLOBLASTOMA AND GLIOBLASTOMA
Wainwright, Institute For Molecular

Bioscience, QLD

Prof Wainwright’s laboratory is currently
pursuing studies of primary brain tumours in
children, medulloblastoma being most
common, and is embarking on the use of
genomic technology to understand brain
tumours that occur in adults, such as

glioblastoma.

UNDERSTANDING HOW EPIGENETIC
ABNORMALITIES LEAD TO BRAIN CANCER

Wong, Monash University, VIC

Dr Wong'’s project investigates what else could
be happening, beyond genomic mutations,
which might cause cancer. This will aid the
development of targeted therapies for brain

tumours.

OVERCOMING RESISTANCE
OF ABT-414
Scott, La Trobe University, VIC

This study investigates the
mechanisms of resistance to
antibody-drug conjugates, a
group of drugs which have
shown highly encouraging
efficacy in glioblastoma
treatment. This is particularly
important as the antibody-drug
conjugate ABT-414 is
undergoing accelerated testing
for glioblastoma patients.

CIRCULATING MicroRNA
AS BIOMARKERS
Morokoff, The University
of Melbourne, VIC

Dr Morokoff, a recipient of Cure
Brain Cancer Foundation’s
collaboration grant, has been
developing a way to detect
microRNA in blood as a
biomarker for brain cancer.
Development of this ‘liquid
biopsy’ approach will provide a
simple, rapid, cheap and less
invasive way to diagnose and
predict the effectiveness of
treatments on brain cancers.



SONY FOUNDATION, YOU
CAN FELLOWSHIP
(ALT-TARGETED DRUG
DISCOVERY)

Henson, University of
New South Wales, NSW

This study looks for new
treatments for children with
paediatric cancers, including
brain cancer.

EphA2 PET MOLECULAR
IMAGING

Puttick, University of
Queensland, OLD

This project focuses on using
state of the art imaging
technology to design better
therapeutics that hit the target,
which is the area of the tumour
that will have the most impact.
At present, it is hard to
determine if drugs are having an
impact where they are meant to
and this improved imaging will
allow us design and test drugs
that have the best impact on
their targets.

INHIBITION OF MCL-1 &
BCL-xL TO TREAT
MEDULLOBLASTOMA
Strasser, Waltzer and Eliza
Hall Institute of Medical
Research, VIC

Prof Strasser has discovered a
new class of drugs, which are
causing world-wide excitement.
These drugs directly activate
the cell death pathway, which
efficiently kills medulloblastoma
cells without causing intolerable
damage to healthy tissues

TUMOUR BANKING
QUEENSLAND

Olson, Wesley Medical
Research, OLD

The new brain tumour bank at
Wesley Hospital in Brisbane is a
new consolidated resource for
researchers throughout
Queensland.
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ANY MINDS, ONE PURPOSE

BC DC i

ACCELERATING PROMISING NEW
TREATMENTS TO PATIENTS
Australia, The Brain Cancer
Discovery Collaborative

Over the last five years, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation has helped to
forge a powerful collaboration
between a group of elite scientists
at six of Australia’s leading brain
cancer research labs, called the
Brain Cancer Discovery
Collaborative (BCDC).

The BCDC’s main aim is to ensure
promising new cancer therapies are
rapidly translated from the
laboratory into clinical trials to
extend the lives of patients with
brain cancer.

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation’s
investment has generated
significant resources which are
now available for collaborative use
in laboratories in Australia,
enabling more research groups to
work across brain cancer than ever
before.

The BCDC is responsible for
identifying three agents that have
now entered into clinical trials
where they will be evaluated for
their potential to improve brain
cancer survival.
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TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH

Associate Professor Kerrie McDonald is Cure Brain Cancer’s Head of
Biomarker and Translational Research at the Lowy Cancer
Research Institute, University of New South Wales, and her
research is yielding real-world results.

Associate Professor Kerrie
McDonald’s work focuses on
determining what makes each
tumour unique, testing drugs
that target these differences
and translating these findings
for clinical practice.

A/Prof McDonald has an
outstanding international
reputation and has
represented Australia at some
of the world’s leading neuro-
oncology conferences in Japan,
New Zealand, and The United
States during the last year.

Since 2015, she has been a
member of the Translational
Research team for the
International Clinical Trial
(CATNON).

PERSONALISED MEDICINE
PIPELINE IS IMPROVING
SURVIVAL OUTCOMES

2015/16 was a successful time

for A/ Prof McDonald’s dynamic

biobanking and personalised
medicine programs for GBM
patients. Her team collected,
processed and grew over 240
patient tumour samples. This
insight into tumours will help
determine if drugs can
penetrate the
blood-brain barrier
and reach the
treatment targets.

A/Prof McDonald’s team
performed whole genome
sequencing on about 15
patient specimens, enabling
them to understand the
individual nature and
differences between each
patient. So far, one of four
patients have responded
positively to this personalised
approach and has survived 2.5
years, symptom-free, since her
glioblastoma diagnosis.

SO FAR, ONE OF FOUR
PATIENTS HAVE
RESPONDED POSITIVELY
TO THIS PERSONALISED
APPROACH AND HAS
SURVIVED 2.5 YEARS,
SYMPTOM-FREE, SINCE
HER GLIOBLASTOMA
DIAGNOQOSIS

Associate Professor Kerrie McDonald

PRE-CLINICAL RESEARCH
ON NOVEL DRUGS AND
COMBINATIONS PAVES WAY
FOR CLINICAL TRIALS

A/Prof McDonald’s team also
tests novel drugs in the lab to
see if they show promise. Her
lab conducts the MGMT (a DNA
repair enzyme that leads to
chemotherapy resistance)
tests for patients, which is
crucial to the VERTU clinical
trial.

Her team also tests other
drugs in various stages of pre-
clinical research, and hopes
two of them will progress into
clinical trials soon.

WATCH THIS SPACE BECAUSE
IT'S A REALLY EXCITING PLACE
TO BE IN RIGHT NOW

Associate Professor Kerrie McDonald

Associate Professor Kerrie McDonald
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ENSURED BRAIN
CANCER'S VOICE
IS HEARD
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From Parliament House to The
White House, Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation had a
strong influence, representing
the brain cancer community at
every level and making a real
impact for people living with
brain cancer.

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation’s
voice has had a real impact on
brain cancer over the last 12
months. Our testimony at
Senate hearings and our
submissions to the Senate
committees positioned us
favourably in relation to the
hoped-for Medical Research
Future Fund (MRFF) - a pool of
funds sets aside by the
Federal Government solely for
medical research. And our
strong presence in Canberra
helped establish a Senate
Select Committee into Funding
for Research into Cancers with
Low Survival Rates, with a
strong focus on brain cancer.

Our advocacy for increased
funding also helped secure
additional Federal Government
funding for personalised
treatments, and our
revolutionary research
approach received support
from United States Vice
President Joe Biden.

Barrie Littlefield, Head of
Engagement at Cure Brain
Cancer Foundation explains,
“Without a strong voice
around the world, our efforts
to quickly increase survival
would not be as effective as
they are. Brain cancer is a
global problem, which
necessitates a global solution.
Building strong relationships
that facilitate strong
collaborations, connecting
across systems and
boundaries, gives us the best
chance of success.”

Former US Vice President Jo Biden
. . | S DT
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BRAIN CANCER IS A
GLOBAL PROBLEM,
WHICH NECESSITATES A
GLOBAL SOLUTION.
BUILDING STRONG
RELATIONSHIPS THAT
FACILITATE STRONG
COLLABORATIONS,
CONNECTING ACROSS
SYSTEMS AND
BOUNDARIES GIVES US
THE BEST CHANCE OF
SUCCESS.

Barrie Littlefield
Head of Engagement, Cure
Brain Cancer Foundation
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Australian PM Malcolm Turnbull announcing $20M
Federal Funding for Zero Childhood Cancer

CURE BRAIN CANCER
FOUNDATION HELPS
SECURE $20 MILLION IN
FEDERAL FUNDING FOR
PAEDIATRIC CANCER
TRIAL

In May 2016, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull,
announced an additional $20 million of Federal
Government funding towards the ZERQ
Childhood Cancer program at Children’s Cancer
Institute - a personalised medicine program that
gives hope to children with high grade or
refractory cancer, including brain cancer.

This followed Cure Brain Cancer Foundation’s $1.4
million investment into the trial, and engagement
with numerous stakeholders, including Federal
and State Governments.

This is the Moment - Progress Report

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation briefing US Vice
President Joe Biden

AUSTRALIAN BRAIN
CANCER RESEARCH
FINDS POWERFUL
ALLIES

High-level meeting cements Cure Brain Cancer
Foundation’s place at the forefront of global
cancer research strategy and funding.

Cure Brain Cancer Foundation met with US Vice
President Joe Biden at the opening of the
Victorian Comprehensive Cancer Centre in July
2016.

Discussions centred on GBM AGILE and an
innovative, global funding model for cancer,
which will help enhance Australia’s contribution
towards increasing brain cancer survival.

More info
click here
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https://www.curebraincancer.org.au/page/166/zero-childhood-cancer
http://www.curebraincancer.org.au/news/1308/vp-biden-announces-new-trials-push-for-his-cancer-moonshot

